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   12th February 2021 
The Mortimer Federation of St. John’s and St. Mary’s Schools 

Newsletter      
 

 
TERM DATES 
Please see below the school term dates.   
Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February - Half Term 
Thursday 11th March – PTFA Meeting -8pm 
Saturday 20th March – Quacky Races 
Wednesday 31st March – Term Ends  
 

          SHARE YOUR LIGHT AWARDS 
The following children have been awarded a 
  Share Your Light Award by their class teacher 

 
Week ending 5th February 2021 

Butterfly Class: Finn Bargus and Samuel Adams 
Rabbit Class: Ivy Ball and Ted Hutchinson 

Deer Class: Clara Peacock and Olivia Dewdney 
Badger Class: Minnie Giles and Olivia Thompson 

Fox Class: Charlotte Davidson and Theano Simmons Hughes 
Hedgehog: Lottie Mordecai and Rayan Abdenbi 

Jupiter Class: Poppy Monkhouse 
Saturn Class: Oscar Selley 

Mercury Class: Amelie Clemison and Clara Moran 
Venus Class: Jack Harris and Oscar Greenwood 

Mars Class: Holly Mordecai and Ruby Fitch  
Neptune Class: Minnie Hughes and Taylor Scutter 
Orion Class: Annabelle Lambert and Ben Carless 

Gemini Class: Aaron Hicks and Kian Evans 
 

Week ending 12th February 2021 
 

Butterfly Class: Elivia-Rose Williams and Lucas Eyley 
Rabbit Class: Tauren Harlow and Thea Chivers 

Deer Class: Alice Prime and Rosa Brown 
Badger Class: Jasper Robinson and Zach Davies 
Fox Class: Isabelle Russell and Phoebe Siertsema 
Hedgehog: Charlotte Harriss and Henry Hatherall  

Jupiter Class: Alisha Patel and Stella Jenkins 
Saturn Class: Edward Roberts and Niamh Goslin 
Mercury Class: Evie Grover and Maddison Smith 

Venus Class: Riley Cox and Amelia Hunter 
Mars Class: Gracie Lambourne and Florence Taylor 
Neptune Class: Siena Baxter and Izzy Lambourne 

Orion Class: Alicia Richardson and Caleb Peake 
Gemini Class: Jasmine Lawrence and Izzie Otton 

 

 
 
 

 
SARAH HAWKINS 
Following the sad news that Sarah Hawkins sadly passed away, 
the family have arranged a collection in aid of Cancer Research, 
a charity that was very close to Sarah’s heart.  If you would like 
to donate, please use the following link: 
 
https://sarahhawkins.muchloved.com/ 

 
LATERAL FLOW TESTING FOR 
SCHOOL STAFF 
Following recent coverage in the media, 

you have probably heard of Lateral Flow Testing (LFT) for staff 
in Primary Schools. Under current guidance the LFT is a voluntary 
test for primary school staff. It offers staff the opportunity to take 
part in regular asymptomatic testing. Staff will be supplied with 
lateral flow device (LFD) test kits to self-swab and asked to carry 
out the test twice a week. School staff must report their result to 
NHS Test and Trace and share their result with school. Following 
a positive LFD test result, the staff member will need to self-
isolate in line with the stay-at-home guidance. They will also 
need to arrange a polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test to 
confirm the result. 

The asymptomatic testing programme does not replace the 
current testing policy for those with symptoms. Anyone with 
symptoms (even if they recently had a negative LFD test result), 
should still self-isolate immediately according to government 
guidelines. Those with symptoms are also expected to order a 
test online or visit a test site to take a polymerase chain reaction 
(PCR) test to check if they have the virus. 

If a bubble staff member tests positive, the class bubble 
will be closed and will revert to remote learning. As usual 
Test and Trace will support schools in advising who will need to 
self-isolate and for how long. We apologise in advance for the 
potential disruption and inconvenience this will cause. 

 
ECO WARRIORS 
We have kindly been donated some sapling trees by the 
Woodland Trust.  The Eco Warriors at Mortimer St. Mary’s have 
begun the essential research that will help us to decide which 
trees will be planted at school later this year.  There are 12 
different types to choose from, the Eco Warriors will not only be 
thinking about which trees will complement our school 
environment the best, but also how to plant them and then care 
for them, so that they can flourish in their new home.  The Eco 
Warriors have an online meeting at the beginning of March to 
share their findings and to plan the next steps.  Watch this space! 
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SAFER INTERNET DAY 
Established by the UK Safer Internet Centre, Safer Internet Day 
is celebrated around the world in approximately 170 countries.  
This year, the 18th event championed by www.saferinterday.org, 
was celebrated on 9th February 2021.  With a theme once again 
of "Together for a better internet", the day called upon all 
stakeholders to join together to make the internet a safer and 
better place for all, and especially for children and young people.  

In a report, Parenting Digital Natives, produced by 
www.internetmatters.org, 75% of parents of 6-10 year old 
children surveyed, want to learn more about how to keep their 
child/ren safe online, in response the following useful guide has 
been produced.  Parents of 11-13 year old children shared that 
their biggest concern is that their child may talk to a stranger 
online, with Ofcom reporting that 51% of 12 year-olds have 
social media accounts.   

Please see the link below to access free resources to talk to your 
child about online safety.  This pack includes activities, 
conversation starters and information to help support parents 
and carers to discuss with their children about how to navigate 
the information online in a safe, responsible and engaging way.  

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-
internet-day-2021/i-am-parent-or-carer 

We have also attached some information about cyber-bulling.  
 

HANDS FACE SPACE 
Can we please remind everyone of the 
importance of?  Hands, Face, Space. 

Please remember that while you are 
away from your home if you cannot wash 

your hands regularly with soap and water, it is important that 
you remember to sanitise your hands as often as you can.   

 
100 CLUB 
Would you like to support the school but also be 
in with a chance of winning a cash prize every 
month? If so, you may like to join our new 100 

club which we plan to launch in March this year. Numbers can be 
bought for just a £1 per month and you will be entered into a 
monthly draw. 50% of the subscription goes towards the monthly 
prizes and 50% towards the school. If we manage to allocate 
100 numbers, this would raise approximately £600 a year for the 
PTFA. If you would be interested in buying a number (or two!) 
please contact Alison Harlen via Classlist or email 
mortimerschoolsptfa@gmail.com.  

 
NO NUT POLICY 
The Federation of Mortimer St. John’s and St. Mary’s 
has a very strict no nut policy. This is for the safety of 

all our children and staff. Please can you check all food coming 
into school including, cereal bars, do not contain any nuts.  
Please do not include peanut butter or other nut type spread in 
packed lunches.  

 

 
              HANDWRITING AWARDS 
Congratulations to the following children for achieving 
their handwriting award this week - 

 
                     Gold Awards 

Abi Roberts - Venus 
Amelia Hunter - Venus 
Danica Bracey - Mars 

Ellie Lee-Mohan - Neptune 
Gracie Lambourne - Mars 

Holly Mordecai - Mars 
Izzy Lambourne - Neptune 

Josh Kelly – Mars 
Melissa Everied – Mars 
Evie Grover – Mercury 
Bella Vasa –Mercury 

 
Pen Licence 

Alex Hoile - Neptune 
Alfie Hill – Orion 
Ellie Shaw - Mars 

Jake Cordwent - Gemini 
Jasmine Hill - Venus 

Savannah Nelson – Mars 
 

ANXIETY 
Many people find the constant news about COVID-19 
concerning. However, some people may experience 

such intense anxiety that it becomes a problem. Try to focus on 
the things you can control, such as managing your media and 
information intake – 24-hour news and constant social media 
updates can make you more worried. If it is affecting you, try to 
limit the time you spend watching, reading, or listening to media 
coverage of the outbreak. It may help to only check the news at 
set times or limit yourself to checking a couple of times a day. 

It is okay to acknowledge some things that are outside of your 
control right now. The Every Mind Matters page 
on anxiety and NHS mental wellbeing audio guides provide 
further information on how to manage anxiety. 

 
PTFA MEETING - REMINDER 
The next Parents, Teachers and Friends 
Association (PTFA) will be on Thursday 11th 
March at 8pm. The meeting will be held via Zoom 
(joining details will be sent closer to the time). 

 
All parents, carers and staff are very welcome to attend.  The 
PTFA help to raise funds for the benefit of the children at the 
Mortimer Schools, improving equipment, facilities and resources. 
It is also a way to bring the school staff, parents, carers and the 
wider community together socially in support of the schools. 
 
Any contribution you can make is appreciated whether it is 
coming to a meeting (attending a meeting does not commit you 
to anything). Coming to meeting and sharing your ideas is 



Mortimer St. John’s Infant School                                                                                                                                 Mortimer St. Mary’s CE Junior School       
West End Road, Mortimer, Berkshire, RG7 3SY                                                                                                     The Street, Mortimer, Berkshire, RG7 3PB 
Tel: 0118 933 2242                                                                                                                                                                                        Tel:  0118 933 2491 
Email:  officemsj@mortimerschools.org                                                                                                                   Email:  officemsm@mortimerschools.org   
  

 
www.mortimerschools.org 

 

 
 
 

Share Your Light 
Impartias Lucem Tuam 

 
Matthew 25:29 “For whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance” 

 

massively valued.  We look forward to seeing you there, albeit 
virtually. 
 
HANSON BOX COMPETITION RESULTS 
Eco Warrior News 
We are delighted to announce that Nathaniel Grevatte-Ball, Stella 
Ivanova and Charlotte Mordecai each won a runner up prize of a 
£50 Amazon voucher for their imaginary creature in the Don 
Hanson competition.  This was a national competition with over 
600 entrants, so we were extremely pleased 3 of our children 
secured runners up prizes.  This is an incredible achievement, 
the staff are so proud of you all, you are amazing! 
 
Nathaniel Grevatte-Ball won a runner up prize (£50) for the 
following entry: 
https://hansonbox.org/wp-content/uploads/wpforms/91-
6b53d3b6bebe9f1ab4079a4de1c69dda/9000C62E-B4C0-4626-
B0DC-C93610B773A4-
bd1472456314453c9ace9670cf106472.jpeg 
  
Stella Ivanova won a runner up prize (£50) for the following 
entry: 
https://hansonbox.org/wp-content/uploads/wpforms/91-
6b53d3b6bebe9f1ab4079a4de1c69dda/Chameleon_by-Stella-
c522929073af47063d929907c0cf367e.jpg 
  
Charlotte Mordecai won a runner up prize (£50) for the following 
entry: 
https://hansonbox.org/wp-content/uploads/wpforms/91-
6b53d3b6bebe9f1ab4079a4de1c69dda/Crotter-
9ce3a5d8b5dd5be871f2ca86a2e8d2d9.jpg 

 
MORTIMER SCHOOLS QUACKY RACES 
On Saturday 20th March, at 6.30pm, Mortimer 
Schools PTFA are running a VIRTUAL DUCK RACE 

and all the races are sponsored by wonderful local businesses! 

There is a £50 prize for each race and then the Champagne Race 
has a prize of a luxury Fortnum and Mason hamper, a bottle of 
champagne and CASE of wine!! 

Ducks are for sale on Classlist here: 
https://events.classlist.com/#/events/view/813691098 

Please share the link with family and friends (you don’t 
need to be on Classlist to see it), a great opportunity to 
join your loved ones online to cheer on your ducks whilst 
supporting the school. 
Randomly selected duck numbers will be emailed out to you once 
tickets sales have closed. 

Like and share the Facebook event here: 
https://fb.me/e/3AKgd7AL1 
 
 

WORSHIP AT HOME RESOURCES AND IDEAS 
 
TIME TO END 
Leader: May God keep us, may Christ shield us, may 

the Spirit bring us healing and peace. May God the Trinity keep 
us in light and grace today and forever. 
Everyone: Amen. 
You might sing a song or hymn to finish. 
 
Closing songs 
May you find peace, may you find hope, 
May you find joy this day. 
May you find love; may you find rest here in this place together. 
Fischy Music https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J6v-UIvMXgU 
 
Shalom, my friend, Shalom, my friend, Shalom, shalom,  
May peace and joy be with you today, Shalom, shalom. 
Shalom chaverim, Shalom chaverim, Shalom, shalom,  
Lehitraot, lehitraot, Shalom, shalom. 
https://www.worshipworkshop.org.uk/songs-and-
hymns/hymns/shalom-my-friend/ 
 
Father we adore you, lay our lives before you, how we love you. 
Jesus, we adore you, lay our lives before you, how we love you. 
Spirit we adore you, lay our lives before you, how we love you. 
https://www.worshipworkshop.org.uk/songs-and-
hymns/hymns/father-we-adore-you/ 
 
Love > Fear  
• Equipment Paper, pens, love-heart shapes or love-heart Post-
it notes  

• Set up You could do this activity at a table, maybe with your 
family. Or in your bedroom  

• Instructions  
Fear can feel HUGE and overwhelming. If you want to, you can 
write your fears about the coronavirus disease onto a piece of 
paper. But then, you can stick love-heart shapes on top of those 
fears, completely covering them, as a hope or a prayer to be set 
free from fear.  

1 John 4:18 ‘There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out 
fear.’ 

 
RE ONLINE COMPETITION 
Children are invited to submit a 500-word blog about why 
Religious Education as a school subject is important to them.   For 
further information please follow the link below: 
https://www.reonline.org.uk/news/pupil-blog-competition/ 

 
THINGS TO DO DURING HALF TERM 
Please see attachments with some fun ideas for things to do 
during half term. 
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MICROSOFT CODING 
With half term just around the corner, we wanted to share some 
free interactive virtual workshops for children, including a 
number of fan favourites, as well as some new workshops that 
have just launched!  

With sessions for ages 6 and upwards, children can learn how to 
code a video game inspired by their favourite characters, take a 
virtual tour around a museum and many more fun topics 

For further information and to register today please visit 
Microsoft - London.  The workshops are open to both Microsoft 
employees and the public. 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 
The Base, Greenham have launched a photography 
competition, inspired by the return of the popular 
Natural History Museum’s Wildlife Photographer of 

the Year 56, which will come to Newbury when The Base are able 
to reopen. Half term is a perfect time for families to enjoy some 
time outside and the ‘My Wild Life’ photography competition is 
an activity the whole family can get involved with and enjoy.  

 
Budding photographers of all ages and expertise can enter – 
whether you are capturing an image of insects in your back 
garden, wildlife discovered on a family walk or snaps of your 
beloved pet, The Base are looking for creative thinking when it 
comes to capturing the wonders of wildlife that surrounds us in 
our town and countryside.  

 
The finalists will be picked from two age categories (under-18s 
and over-18s) and will be chosen by a panel of expert 
judges.  The winning entries from each category will be voted for 
by the general public.  The Base want to showcase the best local 
talent that celebrates our wildlife and the natural world.  The 
winning entries, along with 2nd place and Highly Commended 
entries, will be displayed in The Base’s Runway Gallery for all to 
see and admire.  The two winning photographers will win a Base 
Pass Plus, which gives them unlimited entry to The Base Gallery 
for a whole year, as well as discounts on selected workshops and 
courses! They will also see their photographs printed in the 
Newbury Weekly News and published on The Base and Corn 
Exchange’s websites and respective social media platforms. 
 
All entries must be emailed to  admin@thebasegreenham.co.uk 
by Sunday 21st February 2021 at 5pm. For more 
information about the entry requirements of the competition 
and the upcoming exhibition, Wildlife Photographer of the Year 
56, visit The Base website at www.thebasegreenham.co.uk.  
 
 
 
 
 

THE CORN EXCHANGE 
The Corn Exchange are really excited to be 
launching a special half term Wake Up Shake 
Up! They will be running early morning classes 

online for children under the age of 6 and their families. 
 
Join their Early Years and Education Coordinator to start the day 
with creative play in these 30 minute sessions! Check out the 
links below for more information and details of how to book: 
Monday 
Wake Up Shake Up: Dance 
https://cornexchangenew.com/event/wake-up-shake-up-dance 

Tuesday 
Wake Up Shake Up: Sing 
https://cornexchangenew.com/event/wake-up-shake-up-sing 

Wednesday 
Wake Up Shake Up: Act  
https://cornexchangenew.com/event/wake-up-shake-up-act 

Thursday 
Wake Up Shake Up: Make  
https://cornexchangenew.com/event/wake-up-shake-up-make 

Friday 
Wake Up Shake Up: Relax  
https://cornexchangenew.com/event/wake-up-shake-up-relax 
 
They hope to see you all there.  
 


