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TERM DATES 
Please see below a list of term dates, which we trust you will find 
of use.  We will give you information concerning each event nearer 
the time. 
 
Thursday 18th March - Year 6 Houses of Parliament – Virtual 
Visit 
Thursday 25th March and Friday 26th March - Life Bus Visiting 
Mortimer St. John’s – Virtual Visit 
Saturday 20th March - Quacky Races PTFA Online Event 
Wednesday 31st March - Term Ends  
Monday 31st May-Friday 4th June – Half Term 

 

          SHARE YOUR LIGHT AWARDS 
   The following children have been awarded a 
    Share Your Light Award by their class teacher 

Week ending 5th March 2021 
Butterfly Class: Maddison Jones and Maddison Winlow 
Rabbit Class: Quinn Shannon-Little and Ted Hutchinson 

Deer Class: Arlo Dawson and Millie Goodchild 
Badger Class: Andrei Cismasu and William Tapley 
Fox Class: Charlotte Davidson and Sam Stephens 

Hedgehog: Ada Onur and Isla Webb 

Jupiter Class: Bella Fordham and Hannah Davies  
Saturn Class: Harry Barnett and Joshua Wheeler 
Mercury Class: Abbeigh Drake and Ethan Warner  

Venus Class: Izzy Harriss and Tayla Croshaw 
Mars Class: Aiden Williams and Eli Corp 

Neptune Class: Harry Taplin and Lexi Barnett 
Orion Class: Beth Matthews and Elena Matthews 

Gemini Class: Lilian Pickering and Lily Price 
 

Week ending 12th March 2021 
Butterfly Class: Darcy Day and Isabella Green 

Rabbit Class: Joel Webster and Rosie Von Haartman 
Deer Class: Charlie Argrave and Jack Seton 

Badger Class: Jagger Franklyn and Ted Baker 
Fox Class: Emilee Heap and Samuel Looker 
Hedgehog: Lincoln Nuccoll and Rosie Vasa 

Jupiter Class: Alba Cairns and Amelia Prime 

Saturn Class: Cameron Lunnon and William Whitehouse 
Mercury Class: Bella W and Hugo R 

Venus Class: Ethan Nuccoll and Thea Goodwill 
Mars Class: Heath Wilcox and Louie Barlow 

Neptune Class: Alexandra Hoile and Scott Kennedy-Huiban 
Orion Class: Grayson Fowlds and Lola Harkins-Lord 

Gemini Class: Jason Allen and William Greatrex 

     

HANDWRITING AWARDS 
Congratulations to the following children for 
achieving their handwriting awards this week: 

Gold Awards 
Amelie Clemison - Mercury 

Mia Walsh - Mercury 

Maggie Bilek - Mercury 
Bella Williams - Venus 

Amelia Lambourne - Neptune 
 

 

 

CAR PARK - SAFETY 
Please can we ask parents to stick to the allocated 

timing for drop off at school. Do not leave children in the staff 
car park on their own.  

 
CONTACTING SCHOOL  
During these unprecedented times, to help 
maintain social distancing in school, we are not 

currently allowing parents/carers onto the school site. If you 
need to communicate with school staff, please contact the 
school office either by email or telephone. Please do not send 

messages to the class email account or via Seesaw. Thank you. 

 
MORTIMER ST. JOHN'S SIDE ACCESS 
We are emailing regarding the side gate access for 
drop-off and pick-up times at Mortimer St. John’s.    We 

have been informed by TA Fisher, who are kindly allowing us to 
use the lane to access the school side gate as a goodwill 
gesture, that they have received a complaint from a parent at 
St. John’s regarding the state of repair of the track.   The lane 
does not belong to the school and we are extremely grateful to 
TA Fisher for allowing us the use of the lane, which ensures 
more safety and social distancing for the children and 
parents/carers of the school.  
 
We have tried to “make good” the entry into the lane, however 
the land does not belong to the school and therefore we are 
limited in what we are able to carry out.  We do appreciate the 
area can get waterlogged and muddy, but we would be grateful 
if you could wear appropriate footwear.  Without this access 
road, we would be unable to carry out the timings for pick-up 
and drop-off as they currently stand.  The safety, with regard 
to the current pandemic of Covid-19, is of our utmost concern. 
Many thanks for your understanding. 
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HEADLICE 
Headlice and nits are very common in young 
children and their families. They do not have 

anything to do with dirty hair and are picked up by head-to-
head contact. Please could we remind all parents/carers to 
regularly check your child’s hair and treat as necessary. 
Further information and guidance can be found on the NHS 
website via the following 
link https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/. 

 
HOME WORSHIP - OUR RETURN TO SCHOOL 
With some children returning to their schools under 
very unusual conditions here are some simple 
discussion and prayer activities to help talk through 

the return to school. 

 
https://af51dd98-adab-4c43-ba03-
c87e019551a5.filesusr.com/ugd/ebdd71_f339ff4387304aecba
112bfb980a3a95.pdf 

 
WORLD BOOK DAY – MASKED READER 
 For World Book Day, we had a range of 
activities across the week to mark this day and 

celebrate our love of books. All year groups had themed social 
sessions across the week and did a range of activities including 
children and adults sharing their favourite books, World Book 
Day quizzes and the children had the option of coming dressed 
as their favourite book characters. On the Friday all children 
had the opportunity to have a go at guessing the ‘Masked 
Reader’! This was an activity where members of staff had 
disguised their appearance/voice to read an extract from a 
book and the children had to guess who it was! Some of these 
were rather tricky! The children and staff had a great time 

sharing their love of different books. 

 
LATERAL FLOW TESTING 
Asymptomatic testing information for 
parents and adults in households with 

children at school or college. 
Undertaking regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing 
helps reduce transmission of the virus. Parents and other adults 
in households with children at school or college, who do not 
have symptoms, can now access regular, rapid coronavirus 
(COVID-19) testing. This includes childcare and support 
bubbles.  
 
Tests are fast, easy and completely free. There are different 
ways for a household, childcare or support bubble to collect 
their test to take at home, twice-weekly: 
 
 through your employer, if they offer testing to employees 
 by collecting a home test kit from a local test site – anyone 

aged 18 or over can collect 2 packs of 7 tests 
 by ordering a home test kit online – please do not order 

online if you can access testing through other routes, this 
frees up home delivery for those who need it most 

If you have any queries about the tests, and you live in 
England, please call 119 (free from mobiles and landlines). 
Lines are open every day from 7am to 11pm. 
 
Children of primary school age (and below) without symptoms 
are not being asked to take a test.  
 
Testing is voluntary, but strongly recommended to all who are 
eligible. Alongside the vaccine, washing hands, wearing face 
coverings, and maintaining social distancing, rapid testing plays 
a vital role in reducing transmission rates. Getting into the habit 
of regular testing as part of our everyday lives will help us all 
to play our part and do what we can to protect each other.  

 

PSYCHOLOGICAL FIRST AID TRAINING COURSE 
Public Health England recently launched a new online 
Psychological First Aid (PFA) training course on how to provide 
practical and emotional support to children and young people 
affected by COVID-19, or other emergencies or crisis 
situations.  
 
The course aims to equip those completing the training to 
better identify children that are in distress and provide support 
to help them.  Please click on the link above for further 
information and to details of how register for a place. 

ECO-COUNCIL 
On Monday 1st March the Eco-Council at Mortimer 
St. Mary’s met on Teams to discuss the new trees 
for our grounds.   Mr Bull, a School Governor, has 

kindly managed to obtain a donation of trees to enhance the 
school environment and to encourage new wildlife into school.  
The Eco-Council have the exciting task to choose which trees 
they would like to plant and nurture.  There are a couple of 
strong contenders, on the list at the moment, however we have 
lots more to discuss.  Our next meeting is Monday 15th March, 
when we will hopefully make some more interesting 
choices.  Watch this space! 

 

ECO-WARRIORS 
We would like to say a massive “thank you” to 
Mrs Bale and the Eco-Warriors for all of their 

hard work and time invested that has been put in to securing 
charity funding and the donations to help us to improve our 
surroundings and the environment. You are all fantastic. 

 

NEW ONLINE ECO-WARRIOR CLUB 
Has your child enjoyed completing the weekly Eco-
Warrior activity during home learning?   If so, then 

this is the club for them. Starting on Monday 15th 
March the Eco-Warrior Club is open to all children at both 
Mortimer St. John’s and Mortimer St. Mary’s (there is no need 
to sign up). 
 
An Eco-Warrior activity will be placed on every child’s Seesaw 
home learning account on a Monday which they can complete 
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in their own time.  The work will be fun, challenging and could 
be anything to do with these topics: - waste, marine, 
biodiversity, transport, litter, school grounds, global citizenship, 
energy, healthy living and water. We hope your child enjoys 

taking part. 

 

CHILDREN’S MILK – YEARS 1 AND 2  
Milk money for the remainder of this term (15th 
March to 31st March) is £2.60 (13 days at 20 pence 

per day). If you would like your child to have milk, please place 
the money in a named envelope and ask your child to give it to 
their class teacher.  

Milk money for the first half of the summer term (19th April to 
28th May) is £5.80 (29 days at 20 pence per day). 

We are currently limiting the number of items being sent 

between home and school, we would therefore request that if 
you would like your child to have milk, please could you pay for 
the whole half term or alternatively on a weekly basis, in as few 
coins as possible.  
 
Milk for Foundation Stage children is provided free of charge 

 

SUPPORTING CHILDREN WITH WORRIES 
AND ANXIETIES  
How can we best support our children and young 
people with their worries and anxieties about COVID-

19? You may find the information contained within the 
following link helpful:  

https://emergingminds.org.uk/recommended-
resourcessupporting-children-and-young-people-with-worries-

andanxiety-links/ 

 

SUPPLY TEACHING 
Do you have Qualified Teacher Status? Are you 
interested in carrying out supply work at either 

Mortimer St. John’s or Mortimer St. Mary’s?  If this opportunity 
is of interest please contact Mrs Read, via the school office for 
further information. Thank you. 

 

NATURE INSPIRED STORY TIME 
Using stories as part of Outdoor Learning can also 
be useful in developing an emotional response 

about a place and the creatures that live there. The RSPB share 
a selection of stories, on their website, for children to 
explore the lives of a hermit crab, caterpillar and little 
hedgehog, plus more. As well as stories to read there are also 
separate audio stories which include famous voices. 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-kids/kids-
stories/ 

 
 
 
 

MINDFULNESS 
Katie Purdy is running a course for parents on 

Mindfulness on Wednesday 21st April at 5.30pm.  If you would 
like to take part or would like further information please contact 
Katie direct at katie@mindfulbrain.co.uk 

 

STORMBREAK 
Stormbreak is a charity that supports young 
children’s mental health through movement, 

equipping them with sustainable skills and coping strategies to 
thrive during the complex demands of growth into adult 
life.  Stormbreak have produced ‘stormbreak@home’, a free of 
charge online library for families to support emotional wellbeing 
through taking part in movement activities together. 

https://www.stormbreak.org.uk/media/0aenx04v/st
ormbreak-how-to-help-children-a-covid-19-
response.pdf 

 
Whilst participating in stormbreak@home we encourage you 
to:  
 
1. Be open and talk! It is ok to talk things over. Be open to 
talking about mental health, notice how your children are 
feeling and be responsive to what they may be worried or 
concerned about. Acknowledge that it is normal to have worries 
or concerns and that it helps to be able to voice this and talk 
about it.  

2. Have fun first! It is ok to not get it right. Enjoy 
opportunities through Stormbreak to engage in the movements 
rather than worry about how well you are moving, it’s more the 
process then the end result.  

3. Relax and join in! Focus on allowing the Stormbreaks to 
be open for everyone and accessible, so that it is about joining 
together, connectedness, fun and strengthening mental health.  

4. Feel good! Recognise how we can feel good about 
ourselves through movement, how it can energise and regulate 
us and this builds our sense of self-worth.  

5. Listen and validate! Children’s thoughts and feelings are 
real to them so we need to acknowledge and hear before those 
feelings can shift and change or strengthen.  

6. Notice our words and body language. Be aware how 
our body language and the words we say impact on children. 
They are perceptive and will thrive when they feel reassured, 
encouraged and understood.  

7. Be playful! Enjoy fun moments and be playful in tone and 
action so that we connect and alleviate stress and anxieties. 

 
Stormbreak focus on core mental health concepts, the charity 
believes to strengthen, support and build our current, as well 
as, long term mental health.  
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Resilience: How we develop inner strength and courage and 
the ability to keep trying and ‘bounce back’ from difficult 
situations.  

Self-worth: How we feel about ourselves inside, knowing we 
are important and that we matter.  

Relationships: The connections we have with the people 
around us that help us to feel special and safe.  

Hope and Optimism: Helps us to see that things can change 
and that we can believe in our potential now and in the future.  

Self-care: How we look after our mental and physical health, 
notice our feelings and how we make choices about ways to 
take care of ourselves. 
 
https://www.stormbreak.org.uk/media/q1glibs0/stormbreak-

pathway.pdf 

 
MUSIC, SINGING AND BODY PERCUSSION 
During remote learning, the children and teachers 
had the chance to take part in three live music 

sessions with Berkshire Maestros teachers, Emma, Charlotte 
and Bimbi.  Emma encouraged us to make drums and shakers 
out of household objects and with Charlotte we used different 
parts of our bodies as percussion instruments.  In the final 
session, sounds, rhythms and singing were explored with 
Bimbi!  Finally, we went on to complete a series of challenges 
in which we had to use our body parts to follow a beat, whilst 
adding in more complicated rhythms and body parts. It was 
great fun!  
 
Here are some comments from the children: 
Beth, Year 6 – “I loved the live music lessons because you got 
to make some noise and practise at home! My favourite session 
has got to be the junk modelling percussion because you got 
to make your own instruments.”  
 
Jude, Year 6 – “I loved the music lessons we have been doing, 
especially all of the songs and tunes. I liked singing, body 
percussion, playing with glasses of water and more. It gave a 
bit of a change and I loved every bit of it!”  
 
Olly, Year 6 – “I really liked the drama lesson because 
everybody could get involved. It was really fun and I can 
guarantee everybody who does it would really enjoy it.” 
 
Phoebe, Year 6 – “I really enjoyed the drama lesson today. We 
learnt technical drama terms, while still having lots of fun! I 
especially enjoyed the game where we had to respond to what 
the drama teacher said using different actions. I also loved the 
warm up and the game where we had to find an item and try 
to sell it to the others. The drama lesson was great fun and I 
loved it lots; I definitely would want to do it again.” 
 
Sarah, Year 6- “I think the drama lesson was a way for us all 
to have a bit fun and get active on a Tuesday afternoon. I had 
lots of fun and enjoyed how the lady interacted with all of us 

so well. It cheered me up and got me going, overall I really 
enjoyed the experience and would love to do something like 
this again.” 
 
Some comments we received from our year 5 children: 

 “I liked using all of my body parts to make music.”  

“I found it hard sometimes, but it was also very fun.” 

“I found it tricky doing so many things at the same time!” 

“I enjoyed it when we were all doing something a bit different 
and I could challenge myself.”   

“I liked making different beats with my body, particularly my 
hands.” 

“I really enjoyed the banana game.” 

Rabbit class parent’s comments were – 
 
“Amelie enjoyed the lesson and continued making musical 
cakes afterwards.” 
 
“This was brilliant!  Thanks for organising it!” 
 
“Nancy loved her music lesson.  The drum was her favourite 
instrument.” 
 
“Thank you so much for this lesson. Tauren loved it!” 
 

We also had this lovely feedback from the singing teachers. 
“I thoroughly enjoyed the workshops this week, your pupils 
were a delight and so receptive. The "Mama Don't Allow" was 
only Year 5 and Year 6. The whole school did "Smile" in one 

form or another.  I hope they enjoyed them.”    

 

BERKSHIRE MAESTROS 
Please see attached Berkshire Maestros 

Newsletters. As we a West Berkshire primary school some of 
our students could be eligible for funding towards their music 
lessons through the Greenham Trust. If you have any 
questions or queries, please don't hesitate to Emma Stoffer at 
Berkshire Maestros on 

www.berkshiremaestros.org.uk 

 

ONLINE SAFETY NEWSLETTER 
Please find attached the Mortimer Federation 
of St. John’s and St. Mary’s Online Safety 

Newsletter. It is filled with lot of information to help keep your 

children safe online.  
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